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also began to play an important role in the Non-Cooperatian Move-
ment { Page-17 The Guru and tha Mahatma™)
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e These students of Class 1X of Sambalpur Zilla Schoal
were so moved by what thay heard from Jagannath Mishra that
they immediately decided to have a meeting of the students of
Zilla School. Accordingly thay met at the foot of Budharaja Hill in
the evening of 2nd January 1921 which was a Sunday. Though it
was a Sunday the enthusiasm of this group of students was so
great that they could easily collect about two hundred students
These students, in conformity of the programmes contained in
the Non-Cooperation Movement . decided to boycott their classes
in Zilla School the next day i.e. the 3rd January 1921, And on 3rd
January when the school re-opened after Christmas holidays .
more than two hundred students under the leadership of
Nrusingha Guru boycotted their classes . Towards avening thay

came in a procession to Balibandha near the Somanath temple
and held a meeting . The meeting of the students was addressed
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by leaders like Chandrasekhar Behera,, Dasarathi Mishra and

Janardan Supakar . it was decided in this meeting that the stu-

dents would not join Zilla School again as it was run by the British

Government . In this same meeting it was also decided that a

Mational School like Kashi Vidyapith or Bihar Vidyapith would also
be set up at Sambalpur forthese students .
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W, 750 & el # - Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, through his
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teristic qualities of both a Mahatma and Guru . But, never fora rrm:ant
did he, the traditional Mahatma of the Guru , think it necessary or night to
forsake the workd . His was the more difficult job because he wanted o
acquire the attributes of a Mahatma or a Guru while still having a narmal
m.mwmmmw.MWNm
he practised and detachment or Vairagya he gained while living through
the flux of life. Hence he was an exceptional Mahatma . And uniike many
others, he did not want to become a Guru in the traditional sense of the
term . He was and remained very much a man of the world and wantad it
to change in order that it become a better and happier world for men to
live in, This was the reason why thousands of people were attached
towords him as towards a magnet and though the idea of playing the role
of a traditional Guru never crossed his mind , thousands of indhviduals, in
fact, treated him as thelr Guru and wanted o project themseves as his
disciples .

This was the secret of his exceptional success in pul:lln: life ,
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thirtytwo million people and helped them achieve poltical independence
fior the country through peaceful and non-violent means .
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Nrusingha Guru realized during this election that slec-
tions in India could not be won with the promises that abstract
ieals gave for the future. Hard money power , crocodile tears for
the supposed plight of the people and false promises for the fu-
ture were needed to win elections . He further realized that his
experiment with principles vis-a-vis public life in India had failed
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Hmmhdmﬂavigawinﬂwr&mawngymnrhls life.
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